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IPM PLANNING and ASSESSMENT DOCUMENTS

Goal 1d. Provide EPA, USDA, private sector stakeholders, University programs
and state agencies with statistically valid descriptive data and expert insight into
current pest management practices and foreseeable needs.

Activity 1d: New England Christmas Tree Pest Management Tactics
Survey

Objective 1d. Conduct a statistically valid survey of Christmas tree pest
management tactics in New England.

PROBLEM, BACKGROUND and JUSTIFICATION

There are thousands of acres of Christmas trees grown in New England, and they
comprise an important economic sector in New England’s agriculture. The 2002 Census
of Agriculture New England ranks New England 7" nationwide in cut Christmas tree
production. The National Agricultural Statistics Service reports that $10,745,000 of trees
were sold in New England in 1998. The total acreage is withheld from the statistics
report to avoid disclosing data for individual farms in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island. Maine and Vermont are reported to have 2,544 and 2,061
acres respectively.

No current pest management guide exists for Christmas tree growers or
production advisors to turn to (Langone, 2006). Conversations with Extension and
Experiment Station personnel in New England, have indicated that there is a need to
identify the needs of Christmas tree growers, and begin to develop a plan to provide
them with integrated pest management information.

A survey of Connecticut Christmas tree growers was conducted in 2005 by
Richard Cowles of the New Haven Experiment Station. The data collected are useful
but limited and are available for comparative use in this survey.

OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

IPM tactics surveys are the starting point for the development of crop profiles
and strategic pest management plans. Until we know how growers are currently
managing pests we cannot identify particular areas of concern and direct new research
programs as needed. The potential for Integrated Pest Management programs is also
based on the current pest management practices.



APPROACH AND PROCEDURES

In 2007 Candace Bartholomew, University of Connecticut, will develop a
Christmas tree IPM tactics survey questionnaire and manage the Dillman process
mailings. Natalia Clifton, University of Massachusetts, will manage data entry and -
summary for the Christmas tree survey. The survey will be done in accordance with
the New England Pest management Network survey template (Koehler, 2006a).

Other state network project liaisons will assist by providing mailing lists and
reviewing the survey questionnaire to see if it is appropriate for use in their state.
Liaisons may use the expertise of other persons in their state to aid in that
determination, but the state liaison is responsible for final approval of the survey
questionnaire as suitable for their state. If changes are needed to make it suitable, it is
incumbent on the state liaison to identify those changes and to notify Bartholomew. No
surveys will be sent to the mailing list from a state until the state liaison has given
approval. State liaisons will share draft survey forms with appropriate university and
state government staff in their state to make them aware of the survey activity.

Natalia Clifton at the University of Massachusetts will be conduct data entry.
Natalia has complied data for numerous New England Pest Management Network
surveys and has established an effective, standardized data management system.

EVALUATION PLANS
The Christmas tree IPM tactics survey will be completed in the spring of 2008.

The completed survey will be submitted for review to the New England liaisons and
their advisors for review.
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Activity 1e. Pest Management Strategic Plan for Peppers in New England
Objective 1le. Organize a peppers pest management strategic plan workshop
and produce a PMSP document.

PROBLEM, BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

There is a clear need for more information on pests of peppers and tactics used to
manage them in New England. Peppers are a high value crop in the 6 states with over
641 farms totaling 1,175 acres growing peppers for fresh market. Candace Bartholomew
at the University of Connecticut conducted an IPM tactics survey in 2006 (see
hitp://pronewengland.org/INFO/PROInfoSurvey.htm ).

Bartholomew is in the process of creating a New England peppers crop profile
that will be finalized in April 2007. We would like to complete the sequence with a
peppers pest management strategic plan.

OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

Pest management strategic plans (PMSP) help agencies and IPM practitioners
assess the status of pest management for a given crop or setting. In my past experience
in developing PMSPs (apple, blueberry, strawberry), I have also seen an added
educational benefit for both the growers involved and university experts during the 2-
days of intensive discussion from which we create the draft document. This benefit
does not end after the PMSP meeting. The issues raised drive future Extension and
research programming for New England growers. The PMSP document supplies
valuable information from stakeholders to the EPA, university research and extension
programs, and to the industry.

APPROACH AND PROCEDURES

In fall 2007, Ann Hazelrigg, University of Vermont, will organize a peppers pest
management strategic plan meeting and create the PMSP document. The procedures
and final PMSP document will comply with USDA requirements (Burr, 2000) and the
New England Pest Management Network PMSP protocol and template (Koehler,
2004b).

UVM anticipates no problems with the PMSP as we have successfully written 3
others: apple, blueberry and strawberry. The New England Pest Management Network
has an established system for completing PMSPs. State liaisons supply contact
information and enlist growers, industry representatives, Extension specialists, and
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other pertinent stakeholders as participants for the PMSP meeting. As with crop
profiles, each state liaison is responsible for determining that the draft PMSP is valid
for their state, or for identifying changes needed and notifying Ann Hazelrigg as the
PMSP author.

EVALUATION PLANS

The peppers PMSP meeting will be held in early December of 2007 when all
field work for the growers is finished. The completed document will be submitted to
the Northeast IPM Center in January 2008.
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